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Response to Amendment 

1. The finality of the rejection of the last Office Action is withdrawn due to the new double 
patenting rejection applied in the instant Office Action. 

2. ^extofthosesectiomo^ 
in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 132, ,36-138, and 141-143 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claim 12 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,204,241. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 
each other because amino acids 51 to 422 of SEQ ID NO:170 of claim 12 of the instant patent 
contain the amino acid or encoded amino acid sequences being administered for the same purpose 
of the instant Application, i.e. to induce acetylcholine receptor synthesis which is recited as the 
preamble in both the instant Application and the instant Patent. In addition, amino acids 5.-422 of 
SEQ ID NO; 1 70 contain the "active portion" or the "EGF-like" domain of SEQ ID NO: 1 70, 
which is also known as GGF2. It would have been obvious to one of ordmary skill in the art at 

the time the invention was made to use the "active portion" of the polypeptide for therapeutic 
purposes while minimizing the size of the polypeptide for better tissue penetration and 
pharmacokinetics in general. 

4. TTte IDS PTO-1449 filed 7/17/97 is missing a publication date (year) for all of the PCT 
Applications, US Patents, and some of the oflter documents listed. In order to be published as a 
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reference should the instant Application be found allowable, a publication date must be provided 
or the reference will not be listed on the front of the patent. 
5. No claim is allowed. 



should be directed to Stephen Gucker whose telephone number is (703) 308-6571 . The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 0930 to 1800. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Gary Kunz, can be reached on 
(703) 308-4623. The fax phone number for this Group is currently (703) 308-4242, but 
Applicant should confirm this by phoning the Examiner before faxing. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 




Stephen Gucker 
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